
Te a c h i n g  P o r t f o l i o



2

Table of Contents
Teaching Philosophy.......................................................................3

Resume...........................................................................................4

Florida Educator Accomplished Practices

 FEAP 1: Instructional Design & Lesson Planning....................6

 FEAP 2: The Learning Environment........................................8

 FEAP 3: Instructional Delivery & Facilitation.........................10

 FEAP 4: Assessment...............................................................12

 FEAP 5: Continuous Professional Improvement....................14

 FEAP 6: Professional Responsibility & Ethical Conduct........16

Gallery

 Student Work..........................................................................18

 Personal Work.........................................................................20

Lesson Plans

 Fantasy Portrait......................................................................22

 Illustrating a Story...................................................................26



3

Teaching Philosophy
My goal as an art educator is to help students discover their cre-
ative paths.  I want my students to recognize their creativity and 
know that even if they do not become artists they will still be able 
to use their skills in other areas. Art can be used in Math, Reading, 
and other subject areas. Art gives a student the ability to exhibit 
self-expression, communication, exploration, imagination, and his-
torical understanding. 

I take great pleasure in teaching courses like Digital Art 
and Design, Two-dimensional Art, Exploring Art and Three-
dimensional art. The main objective I have for my students is to 
provide an enriched learning experience that includes the use of 
critical thinking and reflection, historical and global connections, 
innovation, and technology. I find this objective to be very 
important because it allows the student an authentic learning 
experience that can be beneficial upon graduation of high school.  
Students will understand the foundational concepts in the field. 

I use different strategies to teach my students in order to meet 
my objectives.  I use the gradual release model to deliver my 
lesson, which allows the student a chance to hear the explicit 
instruction, model the instruction, and have guided practice and 
independent practice.  In order to heighten my instruction I use a 
SMARTBoard and PowerPoint presentations. 

As a teacher I make sure I am aware of the status of my students 
learning by utilizing a variety of formative assessments. One of 
the formative assessments that indicate the student is learning is 
a daily reflection response along with a learning scale I created. 





 
 

Katundra Stewart 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

E: Katundrastewart@gmail.com C: 863.513.3911 W: Katundra.com 
   

 

Objective  Use my artistic knowledge and comprehensive art curriculum skills to help hone one’s 
artistic abilities in order to complete harmonious expressive and imaginative works of art. 

Experience  Bay Point Middle School, St. Petersburg 2013 -2015 

Art Teacher 

• Design lesson plans that align to state-adopted standards for the arts. 

• Maintain a student-centered environment that is safe and inclusive. 

• Deliver engaging and challenging lessons that integrate art with other disciplines 
and life experiences. 

• Use a variety of assessment tools to monitor student progress, achievement and 
learning gains. 

• Participate in different workshops for professional improvement. 

74th Street Elementary, St. Petersburg 2012 

Student Teacher 

• Assist art teacher with organizing the art resources before and after class.  

• Assist with guiding students during art projects. 

Volunteering  Reaching Out Ministries, J.D.C. Bible Instructor 2016 

Bible Study Fellowship, Group Leader 2016 

Arecibo Mission Trip, Vacation Bible School Teacher 2014 

53rd Ave Church of Christ, Bible Class Teacher 2013-current 

Skyview Church of Christ, Bible Class Teacher 2010-2012 

Education  University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 2012-2016 

M.A. Art Education 

University of South Florida, Saint Petersburg, FL 2008-2010 

B.F.A. Art 

Florida Southern College, Lakeland, FL 2006-2008 

Lake Region High School, Eagle Lake, FL 2002-2006 

Skills  SMART Board   Microsoft Office  Adobe Photoshop   Adobe Illustrator   Adobe InDesign 
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FEAP 1: INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN & 
LESSON PLANNING 
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1a.
1a. Before planning a lesson, I align the instructional long-term goals with the Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards. The standards provide direction and understanding 
for the educator and the students. (see image 1a.)

1b.  When I teach a new lesson I make sure that I start from the basics to ensure my 
students have the knowledge before moving on to more complex skills. For example 
I taught a lesson involving line, color, and value to help the students understand how 
the elements of art can be used effectively (see image 1b_1).  They kept their finished 

product in their sketchbook and referred back to it to incorporate the knowledge into 
their Illustrating a Story image.  (see image 1b_2)  

1c. My art lessons are designed for students to achieve mastery. In the lesson Fantasy 
Portrait students define and discuss the term Surrealism and Surrealist.   (see lesson plan 

Fantasy Portrait )

1b_2 1c.1b_1
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1d.

1e.

1f.

1d. The students rate their 
knowledge on the daily 
question before and after 
class.  The daily question 
stems from the state 
standards. The evaluation is 
completed on a document I 
created to show that learning 
is taken place daily. (see 
image 1d)

1e. Student data drives lesson 
planning for students. In the 
beginning of the year I am 
provided with 504-plans of 
which I keep in my lesson plan 
binder. I use the information 
to apply adaptations to my 
lesson plans. (see image 1e & 
lesson plan Fantasy Portrait)

1f. During my projects 
students are required to 
demonstrate a variety 
of applicable skills and 
competencies. The students 
in the Digital Art and Design 
course created the Bay 
Point Middle School agenda 
cover for the following year. 
Students were required to 
use laptops, critical thinking, 
and software tools like Adobe 
Illustrator.  (see image 1f-The 
example of a student’s design 
for the Bay Point Agenda 
Cover.

“Teacher has the students 
write daily reflections about 

their learning goals.”

-Dennard Bennett, Assistant 
Principal at BPMS
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FEAP 2: THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
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2c.2c.

2a.

2b.

2d.

2a. Materials are set up by the previous class period.  
Each student has a duty that rotates weekly. The duties 
are: Art Advisor-gives advice on their peers’ work at 
their table, Materials Manager– gather and puts away 
materials for their table, Sketchbook Supervisor-puts 
away the sketchbook holder for their table and gather 
the next period’s, and Waste Watchdog-dumps the 
table trashcan. This helps to manage the resources of 
time and space. (see images 2a)

2b. Classroom management is enforced verbally and 
visually throughout the art classroom. Having the 
procedures, rules and consequences displayed on 
the wall provides a way to refer back to them when 
needed. (see image 2b)

2c. Students are aware of my expectations for them. We have 
a classroom mission statement that is posted on the wall and 
the students have a copy of it in their folder. (see image 2c)

2d. In order to embrace the different family backgrounds I include areas where students can focus 
on their family and culture.I provided an extension for students to use their family in the Fantasy 
Portrait (see lesson plan extension on page 24 & image 2d) 

2a.
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2e. 2e.

2f.

2g. 2i.2h.

2e. When I present before my class, I communicate and model the 
importance of clear, appropriate oral skills.On SMARTBoard I always 
provide my students with our learning goal, activities in the CHAMP 
format.  I also provide step-by-step instructions on the board using 
either PowerPoint or hard copy examples. 
(see image 2e)

2f.  A comfortable classroom environment is very important for 
students. During discussions and activities, students are asked to 
share their opinions and provide their ideas. Students feel secure to 
contribute because they know all relevant commentary is accepted 
and welcomed. Students in my class indicate they want to share their 
ideas by raising their hands. (see image 2f)

2g. My school district has an online system called Focus where 
students and parents can have access to grades, lessons, and online 
course work. Focus allows me to communicate project directions to 
each of my students. (see image 2g)

2h. In one of my classes I have a student that has a 504-plan that 
states he needs preferential seating away from distractions and 
near the teacher. I placed him in the front of the class near the 
SMARTBoard to receive instruction. (see image 2h)

2i. I use my SMARTBoard and iPads to provide my students with 
high-quality communication interactions. In one of my classes the 
students used their iPad to capture and discuss the different types of 
photography shots.  (see image 2i)  

Student with the 504 Plan 
that needs to sit near the board. 
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FEAP 3: INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY 
& FACILITATION
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3a. 3b.

3e.

3c.

3d.

“Teacher regularly uses WICOR with all students. Teacher used SMART 

Technology to present and create interactive activities for the students. Teacher 

has the students use a variety of technology applications and/or tools. Teacher 

is effective with the use of the Gradual Release Model for Instruction.”

-Dennard Bennett, Assistant Principal at BPMS

3a. Students are engaged when they are motivated and interested in what they are doing. My middle 
school students are always engaged in their projects and discussing their thoughts about the lesson. I 
try to combine topics that students can relate to in order to increase students’ interest. (see image 3a)

3b. Art Scholastics magazines are a primary source I use in my classroom that allows students to enrich 
their understanding.  Students read the article that is related to the lesson and use two of the varied 
literacy strategies such as generating questions. (see image 3b)

3c. I taught the lesson Illustrating a Story to my Digital Art and Design students where we went into 
a class discussion about visual clues artists use to tell a story. Students spoke about the elements 
and principles of art and perspective.  After the discussion students applied the knowledge to their 
illustrations.  Throughout the discussion and independent activity I was able to identify gaps in 
students’ subject matter knowledge and provide oral feedback. One of my students struggled with 
creating perspective so I pointed out where he could improve the image. (see image 3c)

3d. I taught a lesson with eighth grade about form and identity. In this lesson students created a 3D 
logo and chose a font that described their personality.  In the beginning of the lesson I asked the 
students what three-dimension means and a lot of them provided a answer that was an example of the 
illusion of three-dimension such as; a drawing of a cube. After assessing their knowledge I created an 
example of a three-dimensional logo to explain how a 3D object would have length, depth, and width. 
(see image 3d)
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3g.

3j.3i.

3e. I taught a lesson, Illustrating an Alliteration, to sixth grade where they integrated art and language arts. 
To introduce the project students created an illustration for a well-known alliteration, “Peter Piper Picked a 
Peck of Pickled Peppers.” We talked about how alliterations are used in poems, books and brand names like 
Dunkin Donuts. (see images 3e)

3f. During Bellwork I add in art history where students can practice critiquing work.  The critique process 
allows me to use higher-order questioning techniques. For example instead of asking a question like, “Is this 
art piece good or bad?” I would ask, “If you created this painting what would you do different and why?” (see 
image 3f)

3g. During a lesson I use different instructional strategies and one of them is Think-Pair-Share. Using 
the SMARTBoard to communicate the expectations during the activity is essential. Students show their 
understanding by discussing the topic that is at hand. (see image 3g)

3h.I understand that students have diverse ways of learning.  So when I go through instruction I try to be clear 
and reach every learner. I verbally state instructions, I also present the information on the SMARTBoard, and I 
model the activity. 

3i. After giving instruction the students work independently. I facilitate around the room and look out for any 
students who are struggling. It is during that time I can provide support, encouragement, and immediate 
feedback. (see image 3i)

3j. In every class students use the Weekly Art Participation Sheet to document: what they are learning, 
how they will learn it, and how do they know they’ve learned the topic. At the end of the day I look over 
the students reflection answers and the score they rated themselves during the activity. I document the 

information and adjust my instruction for the following class period. If I have the majority of the class rate 
their learning experience as a 1 or 2 which means, they could not work independently for the majority of the 
activity and needed help from the teacher or peers, that tells me I need to stay on the topic another day. (see 
image 3j)

3f.
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FEAP 4: ASSESSMENT
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4f.

4a.

4c.

4a.

4c.

4a. In Exploring 2D Art, students made an illustration for the meaning of a word 
where each student used one word, defined it and created a drawing that showed 

unity.  Students were taught about unity and illustrations.  Many students mastered 
the understanding of how to illustrate the meaning of a word, so if they finished early 

the students could start a second illustration using contrasting words and illustrate 
their meaning. 

4b. In every project I use a variety of formative and summative assessments that 
match the learning objectives. One of the formative assessments is a daily scale each 
student have access to which helps them to work towards mastery. (see image 4b_1) 
Summative assessments happen at the end of the project where students fill out 

reflective self-assessment forms and I grade their work based on a rubric developed 

for the project. (see image 4b_2)

4b._1
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4e. & 4b_24d.

4c & 4d. When assessing the project Fonts Describing You I monitored the student 
progress, achievement, and learning gains throughout the lesson and at the end.  
When the projects were completed the students posted their work on the tables and 
took part in a gallery walk. (see image 4c) Each work was critiqued and received a 
rating between 1-4 on a sticky note; to represent how well the student represented 
emphasis and pattern (kinesthetic learners). The students also completed self-
assessment forms where they graded themselves, a peer, and then I graded them. 
These different styles of assessment helped to accommodate all learning styles.  
When the students filled out their self-assessment forms, I read each question aloud 

for the auditory learners. (see image 4d)

4e. Students complete their self-assessment and provide any comments.  After their 
peer grades them I will grade the student and write down any comments I want 
to share with the student and the student’s parent/caregiver(s).  I record the grade 
in FOCUS and provide comments about the student’s work.  When the forms are 
returned to the student he/she takes them home. (see image 4e)

4f. FOCUS is the website I use to digitally record the student’s grades. I also keep a 
hard copy grade book to use as a backup. Teachers are to submit at least two grades 
a week to give students a chance to succeed in their courses. (see image 4f)
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FEAP 5: CONTINUOUS PROFESSIONAL 
IMPROVEMENT

FE
A

P 
5:

 C
O

N
TI

N
U

O
U

S 
PR

O
FE

SS
IO

N
A

L 
IM

PR
O

V
EM

EN
T

5c 5c

5a. At the end of the school year I completed a Deliberate Practice Plan for the 
following school year.  I set goals I wanted to improve upon for the upcoming school 
year. Throughout the school year I received two formal and numerous informal 
evaluations by my supervising assistant principal.  For my final evaluation my scores 

were either “Effective” or “Highly Effective” on all indicators. (see image 5a)

5b. Throughout the school year my school hold frequent faculty meetings to examine 
and discuss FCAT results from the previous school year.  We have a data room that 
is solely dedicated to displaying testing data for the student body. By discussing 
the data with other teachers I was able to improve my instruction and student 
achievement. I was able to set-up the classroom seating chart based on the reading 
scores students received. I had the level 2 and 3s sit together which helped the their 
learning experience. (see image 5b)

5c. I have a data wall that displays the class progress for grades and behavior. My art 
mentor, Pat Priscoe, helped improve the effectiveness of my lessons by examining 
the students’ work. (see image 5c)

5b 5c

5a
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5d_1 5d_2 5d_3

5d. One way I collaborate with the school and home is by having the digital art students design the school 
agenda cover for the following school year.  This collaboration allows students to learn how professional 
designers use programs like Adobe Illustrator to create layouts and be recognize amongst their peers. The 
Principal Dr. Shedrick and Mrs. Amstutz (Title 1 Coordinator) are the clients so they are in charge of picking 
the top five designs from each Digital Art and Design course (3 total). (see image 5d_1) They then narrow 

down the contestants to five total designs and broadcast them on the school news; the student body 

choose the top design that represents the school.  The winner receives a free yearbook and is recognize on 
the school news and Dr. Shedrick calls the student’s parent to inform them of their child success.  The winner 
for the 2014-15 school year was 7th grader, Ayanna Garrett. (see image 5d_2 & 5d_3 ) 

5e. At my school we must attend at least four trainings for professional development. Two trainings must 
be completed in the fall and spring semester.  One of the trainings I attended, the District Wide Training, 
in February 2015 allowed me to work with other art educators and have a better understanding of how to 
effectively use my rubric in my art classroom. (see image 5e) 

5f. After attending trainings I implement the knowledge and skills in my classroom. For example I attended 
a training called Best Teacher on the Block, that pertained to classroom management and we went over the 
CHAMP strategy.  I use the strategy everyday in my class. 
(see image 5f)

5e

5f5e
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FEAP 6: PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY & 
ETHICAL CONDUCT
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6a. Educators are expected to value the worth and dignity of every person and 
guarantee an equal opportunity for all.  I follow The Code of Ethics and Principles of 
Professional Conduct for the Education Profession in Florida by providing a safe and 
learning environment for my students.  As an educator I am aware I am modeling 
everyday for my students, so I conduct myself in the same way I expect my students 
to act.  I clearly state my expectations for my students in the classroom mission 
statement, which is located on the wall. Each class is provided with a conduct grade 
at the end of every class, which provides insight of how they are doing over the nine-
week period. If the class is doing well with their behavior and their grades they will be 
rewarded at the end of the nine weeks. (see images 6a)

6a 6a 6a

6a
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“ Teacher is very careful 

to follow all state, district, 

school guidelines and

 policies. Teacher will ask 

questions when not sure of 

the policy or procedure.”

-Dennard Bennett, Assistant 
Principal at BPMS

6a

6a

6a

6a

6a

6a
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STUDENT WORK
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5 6
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1. Fantasy Compound Word, 7th Grade, 8” x10”, Digital
2. Surrealists Collage, 8th Grade, 8” x10”, Digital
3. Fantasy Compound Word, 6th Grade, 8”x10”, Digital
4. Surrealists Collage, 8th Grade, 8” x 10”, Digital
5. Pointillism Landscape, 8th Grade, 9”x 12”, Tempera
6. Pointillism Landscape, 8th Grade, 9”x12”, Tempera
7. Fantasy Self-Portrait, 6th Grade, 8.5” x 11”, Digital
8. Fantasy Self-Portrait, 6th Grade, 8.5” x 11”, Digital
9. Comic Expressions, 7th Grade, 9” x 12”, Watercolor/pen
10.Comic Expressions, 8th Grade, 9” x 12”, Watercolor/pen

7

9

8

10
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PERSONAL WORK
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1. Discovery, 8”x10”, watercolor and colored pencils

2. Issues, 18”x24”, charcoal

3. Pills, 3’x4’, mixed media

4. Staircase, 18”x24”, charcoal

5. The Seated Black Woman, 18”x24”, oil on canvas

6. Still Life, 18”x24”, acrylic on canvas

7. Don’t Judge Me, 3’x4’, mixed media

8. Still Life in Different Views, 18”x24”, charcoal and pen
9. Expression, 3’x4’, oil on canvas
10. Repetition, 18”x24”, mixed media

7

9

8

10
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Fantasy Portraits
Grade Level: 6th-8th Grade

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LEARNERS: 
This lesson is designed for students in grades 6-8.  
At this grade level students can read and write and 
participate in class discussions. Students may have 
a basic understanding of Surrealism but may not 
be familiar with different Surrealist artists and their 
artistic styles.  Most students will be familiar with 
using a computer and have some experience with 
using digital imaging software. 

RATIONALE: 
Students will learn about Surrealist artists from 
different cultures by discussing and examining their 
artworks. In a group, students will compare and 
contrast artwork from different Surrealist artists, and 
discuss the meaning of Surrealism. This lesson will 
allow students the power to use their imaginations 
and experiment with creative solutions. 

NEXT GENERATION SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS: 
Students will 1.) Incorporate accurate art vocabulary during the analysis process to describe the 
structural elements of art and organizational principles of design. (VA.68.C.3.1); 2.) Use technology 
skills to create an imaginative and unique work of art. (VA.68.F.1.4); 3.) Organize the structural 
elements of art to achieve artistic goals when producing personal works of art.(VA. 68. S.2.1); 4.) 
Demonstrate respect for copyright laws and intellectual property ownership when creating and 
producing works of art (VA.68.S.3.4).

OBJECTIVES: 
Students will: 1.) understand the term Surrealism, 2.) identify and critique Surrealists’ usage of the 
elements and principle of art in their artwork, 3.) create a digital collage reflecting personal choices 

and increased technical skill with respect for copyright laws.

TOOLS and MATERIALS:
o Sketchbook
o Pencil
o Laptop
o Digital Images of Fruit and Vegetables
o Adobe Photoshop
Teacher:
o SMARTBoard
o PowerPoint Slide Show
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INTRODUCTION:
Start the lesson by asking the students to draw an arrangement of fruits, vegetables, and flowers composed 
in an unusual way.  The students will use the Think-Pair-Share strategy and share what they created with their 
partner. Ask students what type of painting would objects such as fruits, vegetables, and flowers would most 
likely appear. (still-composition should be the response)  Then tell them they’ll learn how one artist used these 
traditional still-life objects to create very unusual portraits. Students will use the Introducing Art Book and 
read about Surrealism in the sixteenth and twentieth century. They will also read about Surrealist artists like 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo and Rene Magritte. 
Students will be asked:
-What is Surrealism?
-What are the differences between Surrealism in the sixteenth and twentieth centuries?
-What do you imagine a painting based on fantasy should look like?
 
In a group of four, students will examine two works of art in the lesson, Golconda by Rene Magritte and Ver-
tummus by Giuseppe Arcimboldo. Students will identify the elements and principles of art used in each paint-
ing, they will also compare the theme, genre, style, idea and media, in oral and written form. 

STUDIO ACTIVITY:
Step 1: Sketching-Provide Feedback
After students learn about the Surrealist artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo they will create a digital collage self-
portrait using the objects, fruits, flowers, and vegetables. Students will have independent time to create a list 
of their favorite fruits and vegetables in their sketchbook. They will then create three different sketches of how 
their Fantasy Portrait will look with their favorite food. 

Step 2: Select Imagery
Students should begin by browsing the Internet (or through food magazines) to find images. Students should 
save a lot of good resolution photos so they have plenty to choose from later.

Step 3: Start the Final Draft
Have students experiment with a variety of compositions. They can use the lasso tools to cut out their digital 
images, and other tools to repeat images, adjust scale, and edit images. 

Step 4: Reflection on Project
When all elements are in place, students should save their files in JPEG format in Adobe Photoshop. 

ARTISTS: 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo, Rene Magritte, and Frida Kahlo

DISTRIBUTION AND CLEAN-UP:
Materials are set up by the previous class period.  Each student has a duty that rotates weekly. The duties are: 
Art Advisor-gives advice on their peers’ work at their table, Materials Manager– gather and puts away materi-
als for their table, Sketchbook Supervisor-puts away the sketchbook holder for their table and gather the next 
period’s, and Waste Watchdog-dumps the table trashcan.

CLOSURE:
Ask students to explain why Surrealists in the twentieth century adopted the sixteenth-century artist Arcim-
boldo as the “father of Surrealism.”
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ASSESSMENT:
Throughout the lesson students will express what they learned at the end of class. They will also rate their 
learning experience according to the scale that is provided.
At the end of the lesson the students will be tested on the vocabulary pertaining to the lesson and the tools 
used in Adobe Photoshop.

EXTENSIONS:
Students can create a portrait of a family member or a friend using the collage technique. They will look 
through a magazine and collect a variety of images of vegetables, flowers, or other objects to use in their col-
lage.

ADAPTATIONS: 
Break assignments into smaller, more manageable parts that include structured directions

SAMPLE:
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Criteria
4

Exceeds
3

Meets
2

Approaching
1

Falls Below
0

Falls Far Below Score

Understanding of 
Surrealism

Consistently 
shows mastery 

of objective 
in a creative 
composition.

Clearly shows 
mastery of 
objective 

throughout the 
composition.

Shows mastery 
of objective 

in most of the 
composition.

Shows mastery 
of objective in 
some of the 
composition.

Does not meet 
objective.

Understanding 
of the Digital 

Collage Process

Consistently 
shows mastery 

of objective 
in a creative 
composition.

Clearly shows 
mastery of 
objective 

throughout the 
composition.

Shows mastery 
of objective 

in most of the 
composition.

Shows mastery 
of objective in 
some of the 
composition.

Does not meet 
objective.

Creativity The student’s 
work 

demonstrates a 
unique level of 

originality.

The student work 
demonstrates 

originality.

The student’s 
work lacked 

truthful 
originality.

The piece shows 
little evidence of 

originality.

The piece shows 
no evidence of 

originality.

Following 
Directions

Follows directions 
of assignment 

creatively. Also, 
follows Art Room 

Rules.

Mostly follows 
directions of 
assignment, 
adequately 

(effectively). 

Mostly follows 
directions of 
assignment 
could show 

improvement.

 Follows some 
directions of 
assignment.

Does not follow 
directions of 
assignment.

Craftsmanship
(Neatness)

Appears 
thoughtfully 
planned; very 
neatly done; 
shows unity; 
“Hanging Quality 
Work.”

Appears planned 
and neatly done. 
Show some unity.

Appears 
unplanned; 
somewhat 
careless and 
messy.

Appears 
unplanned messy 
and careless in 
many areas.

Appears mess 
and careless.

Name:_________________________________________________________ Period______Date____________

Fantasy Self-Portrait Self-Evaluation Form

Answer the following questions thoughtfully using complete sentences. Use specific examples to justify your answers. 

1. How did you show Surrealism in your artwork?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How would you summarize your artwork?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What have you learned from creating this art piece?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Illustrating a Story
Grade Level: 6th-8th Grade

Unit: Artist as Storyteller
Lesson 4: Illustrating a Story
GRADE LEVEL: 6TH -8TH Grade
Digital Art and Design 
Estimated Completion Time: 10 days 

OVERVIEW:
The purpose of the unit is to inform students about graphic design and how it surrounds us. This lesson will 
provide students with the understanding of how illustrators can communicate through images. 

ENDURING IDEAS/ ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
• What does it mean to be an illustrator?
• How can an artist be a storyteller?
• What makes a visual story effective?
• What is the connection between artists and authors?
• How do artists communicate mood? Setting? Characters?

STATE STANDARDS:
VA.68.S.1.4, VA.68.S.2.1, VA.68.F.1.4, VA.68.S.3.4-Develop and imagine original drawings and/or paintings uti-
lizing advanced applications of digital imaging.  
VA.68.F.2.1- Explore careers available in the arts and how they impact everyday life.
VA. 68.F.3.4-Follow directions and complete art tasks in a timely manner. 

LESSON OBJECTIVES:
After completing this lesson students will be able to:
o Define illustrators, layout designers, graphic artists, and graphic design
o Understand the advantages of using computer hardware and software to create art.
o Identify and use the tools of the digital artist.
o Use technology to enhance original works of art.

TOOLS AND MATERIALS:
o Sketchbook
o Pencils
o Mac Book
o iPad
o Scanner
o Notebook Paper
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Day 1: Introduce Lesson/ Form Ideas 
1.Student will think about a short story, novel, or poem he/she have read and liked. They will decide what 
scene from this work they want to illustrate. 

2.In the art-folder, students will describe what the characters are doing in the scene. Imagine the expressions, 
moods, and actions. Students will list ways they will use the elements of art in their artwork.  Decisions should 
be made whether the proportions of the figures will be realistic or exaggerated. Students will use emphasis to 

make a figure or object standout. They will use either formal or informal balance to organize their illustration. 

Day 2: Sketching 
3. Student will make four rough pencil sketches for the scene of their story.  He/she will select the sketch that 
most effectively communicates the action of the story or poem.  They will base their digital painting on the 
sketch.  

Day 3: Sketching 
Student will continue working on the four sketches. 

Day 4: Start the Final Drawing 
 Create a contour drawing of the final composition. 

Day 5: Drawing Continues 
Continue working on the contour drawing of the final composition. Outline the pencil line with pen. Student 

will scan the drawing to their Mac Book.   

Day 6: Scanning  
 Student will use the scanner to scan the final drawing onto their laptops. 6.Using Adobe Photoshop the stu-
dent will apply color. 

Day 7: Adding Color in Adobe Photoshop 
Continue working in Adobe Photoshop.

Day 8: Continue Working in Adobe Ps 
Continue working in Adobe Photoshop.

Day 9: Finishing Touches 
Student will complete the digital painting. He/she will submit the digital work electronically. 

Day 10: Reflections 

Student will answer reflection questions about their work. They will also grade themselves according to the 

criteria.  

DISTRIBUTION AND CLEAN-UP:
Every week students are assigned a duty based on a number at their table from 1-4. The duties are as follows:
-Art Advisor
-Materials Manager
-Sketchbook Supervisor
-Waste Watchdog

ASSESSMENT:
Throughout the lesson students will express what they learned at the end of class. They will also rate their 
learning experience according to the scale that is provided.
At the end of the lesson the students will be tested on the vocabulary pertaining to the lesson and the tools 
used in Adobe Photoshop



DAILY QUESTION (What am I learning?)

 AGENDA (How will I learn it?)

day date

Daily Reflection (How will I know I’ve learned it?)

day date

NAME:______________________________________ TABLE/PERIOD:_______/_______ WEEKS:_____/______ GRADE:____/20

WEEKLY ART PARTICIPATION SHEET

*If you were absent use the Make-Up Folder to fill in the Essential Question and Agenda. 
(DUE AT THE END OF THE 2ND WEEK)

LG date

Answer the question in a complete sentence and rate your knowledge after the lesson. Directions: Write the learning goal #, copy the essential question from the board and rate your 
knowledge of the daily question  (0=none at all    4= very well) 

Directions: Copy the agenda from the board. 

*If you were absent write ABSENT   OR   in  ABC write ABC in the  Weekly Reflection section.   

day
What did I learn:

Self Evaluation: Rate your learning experience of the daily question.
How did you work during the activity?

1-W/ Teacher’s Assistance   2- W/ Peers Assistance  3-Independently  4-Innovatively
1    2    3    4  

Before the Lesson:   Rate your knowledge. 0    1    2    3    4  

Before the Lesson:   Rate your knowledge. 0    1    2    3    4  

Before the Lesson:   Rate your knowledge. 0    1    2    3    4  

Before the Lesson:   Rate your knowledge. 0    1    2    3    4  

Before the Lesson:   Rate your knowledge. 0    1    2    3    4  

What did I learn:

Self Evaluation: Rate your learning experience of the daily question.
How did you work during the activity?

1-W/ Teacher’s Assistance   2- W/ Peers Assistance  3-Independently  4-Innovatively
1    2    3    4  

What did I learn:

Self Evaluation: Rate your learning experience of the daily question.
How did you work during the activity?

1-W/ Teacher’s Assistance   2- W/ Peers Assistance  3-Independently  4-Innovatively
1    2    3    4  

What did I learn:

Self Evaluation: Rate your learning experience of the daily question.
How did you work during the activity?

1-W/ Teacher’s Assistance   2- W/ Peers Assistance  3-Independently  4-Innovatively
1    2    3    4  

What did I learn:

Self Evaluation: Rate your learning experience of the daily question.
How did you work during the activity?

1-W/ Teacher’s Assistance   2- W/ Peers Assistance  3-Independently  4-Innovatively
1    2    3    4  

/ 5

/ 5

/ 5


