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Video 6: Space
Space is one of the seven elements of art.  In terms of art, space refers to the area 
above, below, around, and within objects. 

It is very important for artists to have the ability to create the illusion of space in 
drawings.  There are six ways an artist can create the illusion of space in a drawing. 

Each one of these spatial devices is effective on their own, but when combined, the 
illusion of space can be quite convincing.
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Overlapping - overlapping 
occurs when objects that are 
closer to the viewer block part 
of the view of objects that are 
further away.  It is surprising 
how many beginning artists fail 
to include overlapping in their 
drawings.  Overlapping is an 
easy and simple way to create 
the illusion of space. 
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Size - Adjusting the size of 
objects in a drawing is the 
second way artists create the 
illusion of space in drawings.  
Objects that are closer to the 
viewer appear larger than 
objects that are further away.  
Often these size relationships 
are more extreme than we 
realize.

Placement - A third way artists 
create the illusion of space in 
d rawings is th rough the 
placement of objects within the 
picture plane.  Generally, 
objects that are closer will 
appear lower on the picture 
plane while objects that are 
further away will appear higher 
on the picture plane.  An 
exception to this rule would be 
flying objects or objects that 
are hanging from a ceiling.   
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Detail - objects that are closer 
in drawings will have greater 
detail in them. For objects that 
are further away, less detail 
should be applied.  It may be a 
good idea to exaggerate this 
relationship.  Even though you 
may be able to see details in 
objects further away, you may 
choose to exclude them in 
order to further the illusion of 
space. 
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Value / Color - Value and color 
are separate elements of art 
but can work together to create 
the i l lus ion o f space in 
drawings.  Darker values will 
make objects appear closer, 
while lighter values will make 
objects recede.  Warmer colors 
will make objects appear 
closer while cooler colors will 
make objects recede.  

Linear Perspective - Linear 
perspective is a graphing 
system using lines to create 
the i l l us ion o f space in 
drawings. There are three 
forms of linear perspective 
including 1 point, 2 point and 3 
point perspective.  We will 
discuss each of these methods 
in the next few videos.   
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